Differential size distribution of atrial dense granules in spontaneously hypertensive, Wistar-Kyoto and Wistar rats.
The differential size distribution of atrial dense granules (ADGs) in spontaneously hypertensive rats (SHR) and two normotensive controls, Wistar and Wistar-Kyoto (WKY) rats, was investigated. The ADGs in SHR were smaller than those in Wistar rats. The ADGs of WKY rats were of intermediate size. It is possible that ADGs are more rapidly secreted in SHR compared with WKY and Wistar rats or that the smaller-diameter granules may contain more atriopeptinogen than the larger granules. The intermediate size of the ADGs in WKY suggests that the WKY variant is morphologically intermediate between the SHR and Wistar strains.